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Voting Trend In Metros: Why Mumbai. Bangalore & 

Hyderabad Voted Less 

It is said that one of the major problems of 

voting trends in India is uneducated population 

whose presence has spread in majority of rural 

areas. However, the recent Lok Sabha 

elections surprisingly show that these 

uneducated villages are aware of their rights 

and, also have a far higher sense of 

responsibility than the educated population of 

some of our Metros. 

Almost the entire India has already voted, with 

the 8th and the penultimate phase of elections having already concluded. And the 

voting percentage has also increased almost everywhere in India (some places 

showing a dramatic increase). The experts are calling this as a rare occurrence, 

Hyderabad with a voter turnout of approximately 53%, Bangalore with a turnout of 

approximately 55% and Mumbai with an approximate turnout of 54%, have left 

parts of the country and candidates shocked and dismayed at their low voter 

turnout during these elections. And this is after the immense voter awareness 

campaign by not only the Election Commission of India, but also by numerous Non-

Government Organisations (NGO‟s) and Social Help organizations (SHO‟s). Accepted 

that voter turnout in all these three places have traditionally been low, despite this 

fact, the biggest obstruction to voting must have only been traffic jams and the 

summer heat. But for an election in which the Election Commission had got close to 

a million first time voters registered in all of these cities combined and had claimed 

that due to their awareness drives voting percentage in Hyderabad would at least 

touch 75%; this is disappointing to say the least. 

Noting all these factors, it would be foolhardy to claim that awareness of rights as 

the problem in these three places. Like previously stated, voter safety problems also 

cannot be claimed, because voting in Mumbai, Bangalore and Hyderabad are far 
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more safer than voting in remote villages of Jharkhand withstanding the threat of 

Maoists or voting in Srinagar, disregarding threats of anti-nationalists; these are 

places where voting percentage has improved, though marginally (considering their 

locations and conditions). The claim that many people in Bangalore are making, 

that a long vacation before elections were indirectly responsible for this turnout, be 

considered seriously. Hence the important question we are left with is what great 

factor, which no one could foresee, caused this to happen in few of the most 

developed places in India. 

On comparing Hyderabad, Bangalore and Mumbai, there are some similarities 

which emerge. All three have major IT industry presence and these cities consist of a 

majority middle class, business oriented people. All of these places have a more 

than a decent number of first time voters; and all three cities are filled with young, 

ambitious, working professionals who are well aware of what they want. 

Keeping all these factors in mind, only two logical conclusions can be drawn 

regarding why these places voted less compared to the rest of India. 

One reason can be a clear lack of interest among the voters. This may be because 

the political parties were so busy selling concepts of good governance and 

development to the underprivileged and underdeveloped parts of our country that 

they forgot about the developed areas, which do not have these problems. The 

needs of the developed areas are radically different; they do not include the areas 

which were targeted by the political parties that time. If we look at the upper middle 

class and the upper classes, it is clear that these segments of the society were not 

hit by price rise and inflation because they could afford to bear the cost. They 

simply did not buy the dreams the political parties were selling because they didn‟t 

need it. And the parties were so focused on getting the rural votes, that they 

seemingly neglected the needs of this segment. 

Another reason maybe the general feeling of apathy and dissatisfaction which has 

filled a segment in the minds of the youth. While a good number believe that if BJP 

wins it will usher bright new days, most realists feel that even if BJP brings about better 

days, it will only be a temporary thing before the country falls back into its old ways. 
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In short, it might be their believe that irrespective of who wins, Congress or BJP, in the 

long run, nothing will change and their lives would remain largely unaffected. The 

people of this segment have a lot of money and seemingly no care as to their rights 

and duties. While they are not uneducated, “educated” people do not generally 

behave the way this segment did. 

The final, a more pessimist and in a manner of speaking, scary, conclusion can be 

that, that a percentage of the youth population of India is so confused and 

frustrated with repeated issues of bad governance and corruption and the 

realization that irrespective of how “fair” elections are, it is always the wrong 

government which will win. That they have lost faith in elections and the concept of 

democracy as a whole. Once we hold that democracy is a failed concept, there 

are only two alternatives left, i.e. either anarchy or dictatorship. This radical thought, 

if the true reason for this reverse voter trend in Hyderabad, Mumbai and Bangalore 

could lead us towards a much darker direction. 

Keeping all previous performances aside, the current generation is the most 

politically aware and involved generation till date. If voters of Hyderabad, Mumbai 

and Bangalore want themselves to be taken seriously and actually want to bring 

about a change in our country, then complaining on Facebook and forgetting 

about it later, when they go club hopping isn‟t going to get it done. The most 

important change required is the need to install a sense of duty in the citizens and 

the feeling that every single vote counts. A feeling that they must vote, not only for 

themselves, but for the betterment of the entire country and in every single election, 

irrespective of what agenda the political parties raise, concerns them directly. 

(Kindly note: The author has written this article during the eight phase of election.) 
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Can We Really Follow Our Dreams? 

As prospective and enrolled college 

students, one of the challenges in our 

multifarious list we all face and I am sure 

most of are still facing relate to following our 

dreams. A standard question on everyone‟s 

mind is, „What is it that I really want to 

pursue as my career?’ Most of us have the 

script written in our heads and hearts but not 

in our destiny. Life is really unfair at times 

and that is why the script we write ourselves 

is susceptible to changes, something one cannot preclude from transpiring. 

The next question which is a consequence of these substitutions is, „Will I be able to 

do this?’ The convictions in us fetter not primarily and solely because we consider 

ourselves incapable but because of various stumbling blocks the law and society 

expects us to cross.  

Let‟s take the example of legal education. The Bar Council of India has through 

Clause 28, Schedule III of the Legal Education, 2008 prescribed 30 and 20 years of 

age respectively as the maximum age to enroll for a post graduate and graduate 

law course.1 The induction of such a clause had led to much debate and protests in 

2009 from various stakeholders comprising of academicians, teachers, students, 

researchers, universities etc.2 Ultimately, the Bar Council of India via Notification 

dated 28.09.2013 (S.A.1), withdrew Clause 28 Sub-clauses 1 & 2, Schedule III of 

Rules of Legal Education, 2008 which made only applicants below the age of 20 

and 30 years as eligible for pursuing graduate and post graduate law courses, 

respectively. The rule had been challenged in various High Courts and as a result 

was held unconstitutional and against the principles of natural justice.3 Pursuant to 

                                                           
1
 http://www.barcouncilofindia.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/BCIRulesPartIV.pdf 

2
 http://archive.indianexpress.com/news/age-limit-for-law-admission-under-fire/426807/, 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bangalore/article41782.ece?service=print 
3
 Rashmi Gupta and Ors. vs. State of M.P. and Ors. Decided on 30.08.2013; Ms. Anju Jadon and Ors. vs. State of 

M.P and Ors. Decided on 16.08.2013; Heeralal Shakya vs. Jiwanji University and Ors. Decided on 02.08.2013 
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such a legal stand taken by the Courts, the said Rules were withdrawn.4 Despite this 

in the month of May 2014, two applicants raised objection that who were over 20 

years of age by meager 28 and 120 days were disallowed to take Common Law 

Admission Test (CLAT) unless the Allahabad High Court in response to a writ petition 

directed the authorities to include them as test takers for 2014. 

On 10-05-2014, Tamil Nadu LLB Advocates Association moved the Supreme Court 

over alleged discrimination, removal from the Bar and denial of enrolment by the 

Bar Council of Tamil Nadu and Puducherry. The reason for such discrimination was 

nothing again but their age. Were they above 20 years when they wrote CLAT? No. 

The only mistake they made was pursued their dream of legal education in another 

State or for a relatively larger time in life through a post graduate program after they 

had turned 30. (Sub clause 2) 

The matter with regard to the validity and constitutionality of such a Clause is still 

pending with the Supreme Court and I am pretty much sanguine about its non 

existence in the future legal education.  

Similar to this, there are upper age limits for Union & State Public Services Exams too. 

The justification for upper age limits has always been the need to have efficient, 

capable and driven youngsters who are sure of their pursuits and are completely 

involved in providing the chosen services. The aim is to keep all those who just wish 

to add another milestone in their career trajectory or academic qualification away 

from it. It is believed that youngsters have better grasping capabilities and thus will 

be better in the job.  

What a hare brained and zany argument I must say. The admission to courses at a later 

stage in life is influenced by a multitude of factors. Moreover, the basic purpose of 

UPSC exams is to select and recruit candidates for carrying out public duties and hold 

public offices. They are meant for choosing the best but not for imparting a particular 

education. Once the candidate gets his or her seat at a National Law University or an 

IIT, he or she is then given all the training and exposure which helps them become 

better professionals. But is that really the idea behind civil services exams?  

                                                           
4
 http://www.legallyindia.com/201405014666/Pre-law-student/allahabad-hc-confirms-age-no-bar-for-clat-

elgibility-after-bci-scrapped-upper-limit-last-year 
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Most doctors, engineers and management executives join law courses at later 

stage because they want to shift from their current work profile to a new one. There is 

nothing wrong in it. There is no bar on giving CS or CA or CFA exams. You can enroll 

for a CFA course even at the age of 40. So why a person shouldn‟t be permitted to 

practice say law for first 5-7 years of their life and then move to foreign services. It 

seems to me that policy makers believe in the premise that other courses do not 

require enthusiasm, strong acumen and intellectual capabilities that of a youngster. 

That to be a CFA or a lawyer requires less efficiency. Imposing an age bar in 

selection and recruitment is, similar to age bars in other examinations, violative of 

Article 14 and 19 of the Indian Constitution, 1949. I can say this from my own 

experience that most of us are not doing everything that we wish to do. Being not 

capable enough is understandable, but not being allowed a chance is absolutely 

preposterous. I wanted to be a diplomat but then again I love law and in these 5 

years of BBA. LLB (Hons), my affair with management has just begun. It is a whirlwind 

one and will stay for quite a while, I am sure. But then again just because the age 

limit has been relaxed to 32 and not completely removed, should I let it pass? 

Imposing a limit on number of chances a candidate should be allowed is 

imperative to maintain a level paling field but why keep an age bar.5 I have a 

penchant for fashion designing too. But just because I chose to enroll in a law 

course over fashion designing or CA or prepare for civil services, does that mean I 

am not committed to starting my own fashion line or engaging in diplomacy? 

An age bar for enrolment purposes is violative of principles of equality, natural justice 

and right to education. Similarly an age bar for appearing for civil services 

exams is along with the above mentioned a blatant violation of Article 19 of the 

Indian Constitution, i.e right to practice any trade, profession or business. I 

hope to see a withdrawal of such rules on upper age limits even in civil services 

soon (UPSC has already relaxed age limit rule for 2014). And I am sure the total first 

time candidates would increase and people with better and diverse experiences 

and background will come up for such posts.  

                                                           
5
 http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/upsc-age-limit-total-attempts-for-civil-service-exam-

increased/1/344613.html 
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Privacy in Cyber Space: Constitutional Perspective in light of 

Information Technology Act 

Introduction: 

The word privacy has been derived from Latin word 

privatus which means separate from the rest.6It can 

be defined as capability of an individual or group 

secludes themselves or information about 

themselves and there by reveal themselves 

selectively. Privacy can be understood as a right of 

individual to decide who can access the 

information, when can they access the information, 

what information can they access. Privacy is 

recognized at international level as Human Rights7in 

different dimensions as: 

 Privacy of a person  

 Privacy of personal behavior 

 Privacy of personal communication 

 Privacy of Personal Data. 

This concept of privacy has undergone a significant evolution, due the socio 

economic developments and much more due to the introduction of information 

communications technologies (ICT) into daily life8, world wide web has raised 

challenges in for privacy as it fuses together voices, text, pictures recording and 

retrieval technologies, and a larger capacity for incidental gathering of details of 

people‟s private lives9. It involves blogs, wikis, online social networks and massively 

                                                           
6
 Meaning of Privacy, available at website http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/privacy visited on Feb 3

rd
 2014.  

7
 PRIVACY and HUMAN RIGHTS available at website http://glic.org/privacy/intro.html visited on Feb 12th 

2104. 
8
 Montelone ,Share “Ambient Intelligence and the Right to privacy: The challenges of Detection Technologies, 

“European University Institute,DOI:10.2870/24183.  
9
 Lipton,J.D,”Mapping Online Privacy” Case Western Reserve University School of Law, Case Research Paper 

Series in legal studies Working paper(2009)pp 0 9-24 
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multiplayer online games allow more people to communicate and interact more 

than ever before, about their own self and their surroundings which raises a plethora 

of privacy concerns.10 Internet Web 2.0 Technology has led to an increasing 

tendency for people to publish texts, photographs, videos, locations, tags and 

preferences online there by placing a good deal of private life on record and 

hence it is very important for people to know what rights people have with regards to 

privacy in cyberspace according to our constitution and the what judicial approach 

has been all over the world particularly in the U.S and the provisions of Information 

Technology Act provisions dealing with privacy have been dealt in this article. 

Indian Constitution: 

The right to privacy as a fundamental right was recognised in India much before the 

Independence of India and got prevalence at the time of adoption of Indian 

Constitution. The Allahabad high court in Nihal Chand V Bhawan Dei11 made the 

following observation: 

“The right to privacy based social custom is different from a right to privacy based 

on natural modesty and human morality, the latter is not confined to any class, 

creed colour or race and it is birth right of any human being and the is sacred and 

should be observed.” 

The right to privacy as a fundamental right has not been expressly mentioned in the 

Indian Constitution. The courts in India have stretched article 2112 to encompass 

right to privacy as a fundamental right by holding that right to life means a dignified 

life. This right to privacy like other fundamental rights is not an absolute right but 

admits reasonable restriction. 

The Supreme Court of India has, immediately after the adaptation of the 

constitution, laid down foundation for privacy jurisprudence in M.P Sharma v. Satish 

Chandra13. It was held that, a power of search and seizure in any system of state for 

protection of social security and the power is necessarily regulated by law. This 

                                                           
10

 M.Tariq Banday and Farooq Ahmed Mir ”Indian Approach to Privacy in Cyberspace”. 
11

 AIR 1935 ALL.1002. 
12

 Article 21 “Protection of Life and Personal Liberty” No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty 

except according to procedure established by law  
13

 AIR 1954 SC 300 
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positive approach was carried further in Kharak Singh v. State of UP14 by Justice 

SubbaRao. The apex court found seeds of privacy jurisprudence in article 21 and 

held that this article is comprehensive enough to include right to privacy. The 

pertinent observation, valid for all times to come, is that a person‟s house where he 

lives with his family in his castle and nothing is more deleterious to a man‟s physical 

happiness and health than a calculated interference with his privacy. This right was 

further fortified in Gobind vs State of MP15 by accepting limited recognition in Articles 

19(a)(d) in addition to article 21. While expanding horizons of privacy jurisprudence, 

the supreme court held that right to liberty, right to move freely throughout the 

territory of India and the freedom of speech taken together create an independent 

right to privacy. In the words of Justice Mathews, the fundamental rights explicitly 

guaranteed to a citizen have penumbral zones and the right to privacy is itself a 

fundamental right. The apex court formulated the following principles to govern the 

right to privacy: 

a) Privacy - dignity claims deserve to be examined with care and to be denied 

only when an important countervailing interest is shown to be superior. 

b) If the court does not find that a claimed right is entitled to protection as a 

fundamental right, a law infringing it must satisfy the compelling state of 

interest 

c) Privacy - primarily concerns the individual. It therefore relates to and overlaps 

with the concept of liberty. 

d) The most serious advocates of privacy must confess that there are serious 

problems of defining the essence and scope of the right. Privacy interest in 

autonomy must also be placed in the context of other‟s rights and values, 

and 

e) Any right to privacy must encompass and protect the personal intimacy of 

the home, the family, marriage, motherhood, procreation and child rearing. 

                                                           
14

 AIR 1963 SC 1295 
15

 (1957) 2 SCC 148 
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In Malak Singh v. State of Punjab,16 represents an extended reach of privacy 

jurisprudence. The apex court held that a surveillance of the subject by the state is 

intrusive and an encroachment upon his right to privacy. This approach was taken 

to new heights by the Indian courts in a number of cases like PUCL Vs Union of 

India17, Mr X Vs Z Hospital18and R. Rajagopal Vs State of Tamil Nadu.19 

On technology front, the apex court found an opportunity more than once to 

pronounce that the privacy rights exists even when the technology is used to 

circumvent this right. In R.M. Malkani v State of Maharashtra20, the apex court held 

that the telephonic conversation of an innocent person would be protected by the 

courts against wrongful or high handed interference by tapping of conversation by 

the police. A more elaborative approach was followed by the Supreme Court in 

Peoples Union for Civil Liberties Vs Union of India 21 It was held that the telephonic 

tapping, from a form of technological eavesdropping, infringes the right of privacy. 

Justice Kuldeep Singh has laid down that the telephone tapping which amounts 

intrusion into privacy can take place only in the gravest of grave situation when 

national security is endangered and not otherwise. In usual or normal circumstance 

there should not be any phone tapping and the person should not be under 

surveillance because he has a right to privacy, which is a part of right to life and is 

recognized by the constitution of India. 

Judicial Approach 

Indian judiciary has not yet found an opportunity to deliberate on the privacy issues 

associated with cyber space, but there are instances in transnational jurisdictions 

where courts have authoritatively invoked privacy right in cyber space. In America, 

the SC in Whalen V. Roe22, recognized an implicit constitutional right of informational 

privacy. A New York law empowered to create a centralized state computer file of 

the names and addresses of all persons who obtained medicines containing 

                                                           
16

 (1981)1 SCC 301 
17

 AIR 1991 SC 207 
18

 (1998) 8S CC 996 
19

 1995 SC 264 
20

 AIR 1973 SC 157 
21

 AIR (1997) 1 SCC 301 
22

 429 U.S 589(1997) 
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narcotics pursuant to a doctor‟s prescription. The court upheld the validity of the law 

nevertheless; it held that this gathering of information impinges upon two interests. 

The first was an individual interest in avoiding disclosure of personal matters; the 

other, the interest in independence in making certain kind of important decisions. 

These two interests rest on substantive due process protections found in fifth and 

fourteenth amendment. 

The courts in America have in good number of cases upheld in different contexts. 

Citizens right to privacy in cyber space. In U.S v. Ziegler23, an employee had access 

to child pornography websites from his work place. His employer noticed his 

activities, made copies of hard drive and gave the FBI the employees‟ computer. At 

his criminal trial, Ziegler filed a motion to suppress the evidence because he argued 

that the government violated his fourth amendment rights. 

The Ninth Circuit allowed the lower court to admit the child pornography as 

evidence. After reviewing relevant Supreme Court opinions on a reasonable 

expectation of privacy, the Court acknowledged that Ziegler had a reasonable 

expectation of privacy at his office and on his computer. That Court also found that 

his employer could consent to a government search of the computer and that, 

therefore, the search did not violate Ziegler's Fourth Amendment rights.  

The New Jersey Supreme Court held in State v. Reid24 that computer users have a 

reasonable expectation of privacy concerning the personal information they give to 

their ISPs. This case also serves as an illustration of how case law on privacy 

regarding workplace computers is still evolving.  

In Robbins v. Lower Merion School District 25(U.S. Eastern District of Pennsylvania 

2010), the federal trial court issued an injunction against the school district after 

plaintiffs charged two suburban Philadelphia high schools violated the privacy of 

students and others when they secretly spied on students by surreptitiously and 

remotely activating webcams embedded in school-issued laptops the students 

                                                           
23

 F.3d 1077 (9th Cir. Jan. 30, 2007, No. 05-30177)  
24

 lawlibrary.rutgers.edu. Retrieved 2011-11-25  
25

 19 Doug Stanglin (February 18, 2010). "School district accused of spying on kids via laptop webcams". USA 

Today. Retrieved February 19, 2010.  
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were using at home. The schools admitted to secretly snapping over 66,000 web-

shots and screenshots, including webcam shots of students in their bedrooms.  

In a recent decision26, the Court reconfirmed its recognition of a constitutional right 

to information privacy. The contract workers of National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA) contended they are required to answer questions about their 

drug treatment and are asked their references whether they have any reason to 

question the individual„s honesty or trustworthiness. NASA thus violated their privacy 

rights under the U.S. Constitution. The court rejected this contention. The court 

recognized individual„s right to informational privacy but also recognized 

Government„s legitimate interest and held that the Government is not precluded 

from taking reasonable steps to serve its legitimate interests for public good. 

Information Technology Act: 

The IT (Amendment) Act has come up with a new provision which makes capturing 

of an ―image of the private area of a person, under circumstances violating the 

privacy of the person, punishable. The circumstances violating the privacy of a 

person are when such person has a reasonable expectation that a) he or she could 

disrobe in privacy without being concerned that an image of his/her private area 

was being captured, or b) any part of his/her private area would not be visible to the 

public, whether such person is in a public or a private place.27 Where a person 

lawfully secures access to any electronic record, book, register, correspondence, 

information, document or other material and discloses such electronic record, 

book, register, correspondence, information, document or other material to any 

other person without the authority of the person concerned, he shall be punished 

with imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years or with fine which may 

extend to one lakh rupees or both.28 But surprisingly there is no provision for 

imprisonment or fine for simple breach of privacy committed by an individual. 

 

 

                                                           
26

 131 S. Ct. 746 (2011)  
27

 Section 66E Information Technology Act 2008 (Amendment) 
28

 Section 72 of the Information technology Act. 
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Conclusion: 

India has no independent legislation on Data Protection. The existing legal principles 

are yet to be tested in cyberspace as the courts have not yet found any direct 

opportunity to decide any case involving privacy issues of cyberspace. The only 

inference which one could draw from the existing precedents involving other 

technologies is that courts are stressing on procedural safeguards and are shying 

away from establishing substantively limits of the state„s power to circumvent right to 

privacy. The IT Act has laid down procedure for interception, monitoring and 

decryption of the information and imposed criminal liability on any person who 

captures image of the private part of any person. Similarly, any person who has got 

information lawfully but discloses it without the authority of the person concerned will 

be punished but there is no provision for imprisonment or fine for simple breach of 

privacy committed by an individual.29 
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Code of Civil Procedure 

Authored by: Dr. Jatindra Kumar Das 

Designed as a text for graduate and postgraduate 

students and professionals pursuing career in the field of 

law, the book attempts to critically analyse the Indian 

High Court and Apex Court cases on the Law of Civil 

Procedure. It also presents recent judgments of the 

Supreme Court, particularly based on Post Amendment 

Acts of 1999 and 2002. The relation between statutory 

procedural law and case law as subject has been 

evaluated in the book. Presented in a simple language 

and lucid manner, the book can be used both as a text book as well as a reference 

book. 

Jurisprudence: Or, the Theory of the Law - Primary Source 

Edition 

Authored by: John William Salmond 

This is a reproduction of a book published before 

1923. This book may have occasional 

imperfections such as missing or blurred pages, 

poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either 

part of the original artifact, or were introduced by 

the scanning process. We believe this work is 

culturally important, and despite the 

imperfections, have elected to bring it back into 

print as part of our continuing commitment to the 

preservation of printed works worldwide. We 

appreciate your understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process, 

and hope you enjoy this valuable book. 
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Hon'ble Mr. Justice M.B. Shah 

 

Mr. Justice Shah, Manharlal Bhikhalal M.Com., LL.B., Born on 25-09-1938. Enrolled as 

an Advocate in the Gujarat High Court on 29-8-1962. He practised in Civil side. 

Worked as an Assistant Government pleader and Additional Public Prosecutor 

attached to the High Court of Gujarat since 1972. Appointed as Additional Judge, 

Gujarat High Court from 28-1-1983, and permanent Judge on 6-5-1983. Appointed 

as Chief Justice, Bombay High Court on 2-8-95. Appointed as Judge of Supreme 

Court of India on 9.12.1998. Retired on 24.9.2003. 

Government forms SIT on black money headed by Justice MB Shah. A SIT has been 

formed for unearthing black money, Justice MB Shah is the chairman of SIT. 

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/photo/35639758.cms


Colloquium 

 

19 | P a g e  

Difference between A Cover Letter and Statement Of Purpose 

A Cover Letter serves the same purpose as if 

you were there to introduce yourself in person. 

Consider it is your first sales pitch and in this 

case, you are selling yourself. More often than 

not, consciously or sub-consciously, the person 

viewing you mail would have already made an 

opinion about you, even before they look 

through your resume. It identifies your interest in 

the opportunity that you are seeking, whether it 

is a job or selection as a candidate for 

enrollment into an educational institution. A well written cover letter will intrigue the 

reader, portray your interest and knowledge about the company or institution, and 

prompt them to review the rest of your information. Similarly a shabbily written cover 

letter would just put a negative impression on their mind. Remember, a firm might 

be getting approximately 10-20 internship applications on a daily bases before 

vacations start. Even before they open your resume, your cover letter is what can 

give you the edge over other candidates. The best cover letters will be positive, 

upbeat, and professional. The biggest mistake any applicant can make, irrespective 

of whether you are applying for a job, an internship or a voluntary position, is to not 

have a cover letter. 

A Statement of Purpose, on the other hand, is a short essay, usually about 2500 

words in length. This is your opportunity to express who you are, and is a way for the 

admissions committee or HR Department to screen hundreds of applications in 

order to select a few of the sharpest, most promising candidates. Your ability to 

portray your value to the institution, and society is a must. A SOP consists of who you 

are, your strengths and weaknesses and why you feel that you are the one for the 

job or internship. 

You should be able to write about yourself in an earnest, systematic, organized and 

thorough manner; while portraying more professional aspects of your personality. 

Express your creative nature, only if creativity is a requirement for the job. 

Written By 

 

Mr. Sourya Banerjee 

Semester VII, BBA.LLB.(Hons.) 
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Some things you may consider including as your write your Statement of Purpose: 

ü Have you contributed to this field through volunteer work, or other areas of 

study that make you a better candidate for selection? 

ü What attracts you to this specific institution? How did you hear about them? 

How much have you researched the career field and the institution? 

ü What areas do you intend to focus on in your research as pertains to this 

field? 

Important Tip: Always be original while writing your Cover Letter and the SOP. You 

may thing that you are so good that you can copy from somewhere without 

anyone finding out, but remember that the people screening these have been 

playing this game longer then you have and know all the tricks. 

Put an actual effort writing the Cover Letter and SOP. Originality is always 

appreciated and reflects on your sincerity. 

 

 

Internship Report from a Legal Services Student30 

Legal services is the tenth most popular field choice in our Student Internship 

Program. Each year, a few dozen students from poli sci, law, and other majors do 

short term internships in law. 

Placements can be anywhere from criminal law firms, to the Department of Justice. 

Here‟s an excerpt from a recent Internship Report.  It can give you some idea of the 

typical legal services intern experience (fyi: this has been edited slightly to remove 

some names and other identifiers – it is legal services after all): 

Please describe your daily internship duties. 

So far: 

1. Supporting the lawyers that come into the office and program. Sitting in on 

meetings and appointments and offering and required assistance. 

                                                           
30

 Source: http://vancouverinternships.ca/blog/?p=1222. 
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2. Office type organizational work- photocopying, organizing papers, keeping 

files in order, organizing the desk 

3. Reading any suggested law related materials for my own benefit 

4. Helping clients if possible and if I am able to since I don‟t know much about 

the field yet. 

5. Talking to various lawyers in our office. 

Please talk about some of the training and supervision you have received at your 

host company. 

[My supervisors] are great mentors and they have already taught me a lot over my 

first week. This internship is pretty much “hands on” and I‟m learning on the fly. I have 

realized that everyday in this field is different and it‟s hard to know what to expect. I 

have been provided with basic explanations, lots of great reading material (UBC 

LSLAP manual), and [my supervisors] have always been around to help me. 

What is the most interesting part of your internship?  

Meeting all the clients and learning about all their circumstances. The interesting 

part is seeing how the lawyers approach various situations and how they manage 

their limited time effectively. It‟s amazing to see the variety of scenarios people find 

themselves in, and being creative/finding practical solutions is an amazing part of 

this internship. 

What is the most difficult part of your internship?  

I think that the hardest part is not getting emotionally attached/upset about some of 

these cases. It‟s hard because most of our clients are less fortunate and are in very 

tough positions.  I find it hard to see people suffering and so desperate for help. 

Is there anything you feel that you should do to make your internship experience 

better?  

I love it so far, everything is great! I‟m having an amazing time and learning each 

day. 
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Maxims 

Aula regis: The King's Court. 

Contra: To the contrary. 

Dominium: Ownership. 

Factum: An act or deed. 

In pleno: In full. 

Jus natural: Natural justice. 

Lex dabit remedium: The law will give a remedy. 

Mandamus: We command. 

Prima facie: On the face of it. 

Rex non potest peccare: The King can do no wrong. 

Stet: Do not delete, let it stand. 

Ubi jus ibi remedium est: Where there is a right there is a remedy. 

Voluntas reputatur pro facto: The will is taken for the deed.
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Senior Advocate, ex- ASG Mukul Rohatgi appointed Attorney General for India; 

AG to streamline the litigation process: Senior Advocate and Former ASG Mukul 

Rohatgi has been appointed the Attorney General for India, replacing Goolam E 

Vahanvati who submitted his resignation today. Mukul Rohatgi was an Additional 

Solicitor General during the previous NDA regime and his appointment comes hours 

after Goolam E Vahanvati resigned. 

Sujit Choudhry, the next Dean of Berkeley Law: Sujit Choudhry, an expert in 

comparative constitutional law, shall be the next dean at the University of California, 

Berkeley‟s School of Law. Currently a Professor of Law at New York University, 

Choudhry is also the founder of the law school‟s Centre for Constitutional Transitions. 

His five-year term at Berkeley will begin on July 1. 

Supreme Court orders formation SIT on black money within a week: The Supreme 

Court on Friday while extending the deadline by a week for the Centre for creation 

of a Special Investigation Team in all cases of black money. It directed that all 

documents relating to black money be kept in safe custody of a secretary level 

officer of the revenue department. It may be recalled that on May 1, the apex court 

had ordered to issue a notification for the formation of a SIT to be headed by former 

Supreme Court Judge M.B.Shaw. 

Lawyers urged to move faster on mobile technologies31 

 

 

                                                           
31

 http://www.lawtimesnews.com/201405263981/headline-news/lawyers-urged-to-
move-faster-on-mobile-technologies 

http://www.andhranews.net/Features/Laws/Supreme-court.asp
http://www.andhranews.net/Features/Laws/Supreme-court.asp
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Symbiosis National Moot Court Competition, 2014 

A team may register for the SNMCC by sending the scanned copy of their duly filled 

registration forms on or before Sunday, 15th June, 2014, by 11:59 pm and the hard 

copy latest by Friday, 20th June, 2014 by 4:00 pm to the following address: The 

Moot Court Society, Symbiosis Law School, Plot No. 47/48, Block-A, Sector-62, Noida 

– 201301 (U.P.) India. 

NLU Delhi-Herbert Smith Freehills International Negotiation Competition [Sept 12-

14]; Submit by Aug 15 

Source: http://www.nludelhi.ac.in/?p=5038 

Surana and Surana International Essay Contest on Criminal Law [RGNUL's Ad 

Idem]; Submit by Aug 20; KTS Tulsi Award for the Best Essay 

http://rgnul.ac.in/surbro14.pdf 

RGNULõs Surana and Surana Trial Advocacy Moot 2014 + Judgment Writing 

Competition; Register by Aug 1 

http://rgnul.ac.in/insur14.pdf 

Call for Papers 

Call for Papers: RGNUL & American Embassyõs International Conference on Indo-

US Relations and South Asia [Oct 29-30]: Submit by July 10; Register by Aug 31 

http://rgnul.ac.in/2dcon.pdf 

Summer Course 

CIRCõs Summer Course on Competition Law & Practice in India [June 19-21, 

Delhi] 

http://circ.in/e-learning/ 


